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The MAPS Project engages artist, Roberto Lopardo, in a photographic experience in which one photograph is taken 
every minute continuously during a 24-hour period resulting in a total of 1440 images. The photographic residue, pre-
sented as a monolithic light-box, is sequentially ordered in 24 rows (one row per hour), with each row containing 60 col-
umns (one column per minute). Each commissioned MAPS project, captured in different locations, results in a unique, 
singular work of art. 

Each project begins and ends at a symbolic place and time. The artist does not follow a predetermined path, instead 
engaging the landscape and subjects as they naturally present themselves. The resulting images provide the viewer 
with an insight into a location’s visual chemistry—its colors, textures, habits, interactions, energies and biases—all on 
display with equal import. The projects are not meant to become exhaustive surveys that impose authority, truth or hi-
erarchical structure upon the landscape or subject. 

The public can engage with the light box installation in various ways: 

• where the gestalt, the whole, is dominant and the specifics of the singular image is lost;
• where at mid range, details of the images become clearer, and relationships are drawn between rows and columns;
• where the singular moment is prized above others, allowing the viewer to engage the photographic image as a 
   solitary, confined moment.

The MAPS Project invites viewers to witness the formation of mini-documentaries, the construction of systemic associa-
tions, the uncovering of the found moment, the precision of the decisive moment, environmental landscapes, public 
and private portraits, revelations of the sublime and ethereal, and the repetition of the visual cliché. 



Mapping Dubai began outside the artist’s home in Media City at 12am March 5th and ended at 12am March 6th 
along the Dubai Creek. Mapping Dubai was commissioned by the US Consulate General to mark the 40 years of U.S.-
UAE diplomatic relations. The artist’s final destination at the end of the 24-hour experience was the new Consulate 
compound in Bur Dubai. The light-box will be permanently installed in the new US Consulate building, inviting visitors 
to explore and engage with the city of Dubai and its rich identity. Throughout the photographic experience the artist 
equally engages the inane and the sublime, treading gently along the act of public statement and private reverie. 
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                    Mapping Bahrain 2011

Mapping Bahrain began in Jaw, a sleepy fishing village on the southeast cost of Bahrain. The first photograph was tak-
en on the beach at sunrise at 5:23AM on April 7th 2011. The artist spent the rest of the 24 hours moving throughout the 
country photographing historical sites, varied landscapes, passing people and objects, always in search of the subtle 
visual language that is uniquely Bahraini. Throughout the photographic experience the country of Bahrain revealed 
its multifaceted society in all its majesty and contradiction; at times startling, at times affably subdued. The last photo-
graph was taken at 5:23Am on April 8th on a deserted stretch of road flanking the Hidd Bridge. 
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Roberto Lopardo was born in Brooklyn, New York. He carries a Masters of Fine Art from the Rhode Island School of 
Design, a Bachelor of Arts from Whitman College, and a teaching certificate from Brown University. He is currently a 
Professor of Photography at the American University in Dubai. Lopardo previously taught at the Arizona School for the 
Deaf and Blind, Dine College, Rhode Island School of Design, and the University of Arizona.
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